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DIVIDED WE STAND 


‘Pick up those 
tools ... | 
a pipeline to build. 


ALBERTA PREMIER RACHEL NOTLEY 


e have 
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COMMENT 


Liberals try to buy 
an escape route 


A bid to get out 
of a mess of their 
own making 


JOHN IvISON 
in Ottawa 


You couldn’t make this stuff 
up. On the day the auditor 
general released a report 
blasting “incomprehensible 
failures” in the government’s 
capability to do much of any- 
thing, the Liberals announced 
that Ottawa is getting into the 
pipeline business. 

Michael Ferguson’s report 
found there were fundamen- 
tal failures of project man- 
agement and oversight in 
implementing the Phoenix 
pay system; that Indigenous 
people had been let down yet 
again by their government; 
and that delays in decision- 
making by the public-private 
partnership building the 
Champlain Bridge replace- 
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LIBERALS 

: TOOK THE ONLY 

WAY OUT. 
Coyne, A8 


ment in Montreal had cost : 


$500 million — money that, ; 
it turns out, could have been : 
spent buying roughly 127 i 
kilometres of pipeline for the : 


government. 


WHAT'S NEXT 
FOR PIPELINE? 
Page A8 


Ferguson’s conclusion was : 


that Canada has a “broken : 
government system.” Yikes. : 
These are the same people ; 
who have just agreed to : 
spend $4.5 billion to buy : 
Kinder Morgan’s Trans : 


A HISTORY OF 
TROUBLING 
PROJECTS. 
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Mountain project — the ex- : 


isting pipeline, the terminal ; 
assets, the current manage- : 
ment team and workforce : 
and the right to build an ex- : 
pansion that will triple daily : 


capacity to 890,000 barrels. 


That price doesn’t include : 


the construction costs — 
which Finance Minister Bill 


Morneau refused to reveal : 
at Tuesday morning’s press į 


GRIMACES 
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| GARY CLEMENT. 
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conference but which one : 


investor estimated at $6 bil- : 
lion — or the loan guaran- : 
tees to get the project back : 
up and running during this l 


construction season. 
See IVISON on Page A10 
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COALITION. 
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I hope ‘peaceful 
protests will be the 
order of the day. 


B.C. PREMIER JOHN HORGAN 
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Ownership change 
_ changes nothing 


: Getting it built 
: has always been 
the problem 


KEVIN LIBIN 
in Calgary 


: Everyone knows the trick of a 
magician is misdirection. The 
: weakness in the illusion the 
: Trudeau Liberals are trying to 
: pull with the Trans Mountain 
: pipeline expansion is that 
: weve watched it unfold in 
: such painfully slow motion, 
: when they finally pulled their 
: plan out of their hat Tuesday, 
: the diversion was obvious for 
l those watching carefully. 

: Where a moment ago you 
: saw no pipeline to tidewater, 
: see it appear now before your 
: eyes, Finance Minister Bill 
: Morneau announced in de- 
: claring his government’s de- 
: cision to purchase the Trans 
: Mountain project, plus the 
: original pipeline and other 


assets from Kinder Morgan 
for $4.5 billion. “This invest- 
ment represents a fair price 
for Canadians and for share- 
holders of the company, and 
will allow the project to pro- 
ceed under the ownership of 
a Crown corporation,” he said. 

Pay attention to the owner- 
ship, ladies and gentleman, 
and you might not notice 
that it changes nothing about 
whether the project will be 
allowed to proceed. Having 
added, through nationaliza- 
tion, an entirely new layer of 
politics to an already overly 
political project, it could well 
ensure that it doesn’t. 

For those who badly want- 
ed to believe it, there was 
magic in the air Tuesday. Al- 
berta Premier Rachel Notley, 
appropriately described as 
‘jubilant,’ was photographed 
high-fiving members of her 
cabinet. “Pick up those tools, 
folks,” she cheered at a news 
conference. “We said we 
would get the pipeline built 
and we are getting it built!” 

See LIBIN on Page A10 


